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The Opposition's statement regarding cancellation of surgery at St Bernard's Hospital 
is misleading and purposely taken completely out of context.   
  
The information which the Opposition has cited from in their statement was provided 
to them at the last Question and Answer Session of Parliament on the 5 December 
2007.  It is somewhat extraordinary that they should now create a song and dance, 
nearly 3 months after the information was provided, and that they should be playing 
with statistics which date as far back as February 2007.     
  
Be that as it may, the Opposition conveniently fail to mention two very important 
things, which they are aware of because all the facts were provided to them in the last 
Parliament.  The first is that although 257 operations were cancelled during the eight 
month period in question, 2290 operations were performed during the same period.   
Secondly, out of the 257 operations that were cancelled, the vast majority of them 
were due to reasons outside the control of the GHA.  For example, the patient 
cancelled the operation, was sick at the time of the operation, or failed to turn up for 
the operation, theatre time overrun due to unforeseen complications during a 
procedure, theatre time was taken up by emergencies, or the surgeon/staff were sick 
on the day the procedure was scheduled.  All the above unavoidable occurrences 
account for 192 of operations cancelled. 
  
With regard to cancellation of procedures due to unavailability of beds, an average of 
6 were cancelled per month in contrast to an average of 286 performed per month.  As 
undesirable as any cancelled operation may be, the reality is that this problem is not 
exclusive to Gibraltar.  Cancellation of operations due to unavailability of beds is 
something that happens regularly in all the best hospitals in the world.  The 
Opposition's mantra that operations cancelled in Gibraltar are due to the fact that St 
Bernard's Hospital was not built from scratch but converted from an office block, and 
that it does not have enough beds, is absurd.  Using that yardstick, no hospital in the 
world which has been purpose built should be cancelling operations at all.  The mere 
fact that the GHA managed to perform 2290 operations during the period in question, 
whilst half of the beds were occupied by long-stay non-acute patients, makes a 
mockery of the Opposition's claim that St Bernard's Hospital does not have enough 
beds.   



  
Health Minister, Yvette Del Agua has said:  "St Bernard's Hospital, despite the 
attempts of the Opposition to denigrate it, is a magnificent facility which is the envy 
of similar sized populations elsewhere and which attracts increasingly favourable 
comments from patients and visitors both locally and from abroad.  We have a 
dedicated team who do not deserve the constant barrage of criticism from the 
Opposition, which only serves to demoralise them and detract from the excellent work 
that they undertake.  The fact that the Opposition spokesman for Health, Neil Costa, 
has waited three months to come out publicly with his alleged concerns about 
statistics relating to last year has only got two explanations:  either at the time he was 
provided with the information he was preoccupied with other things unrelated to the 
work that the Opposition is paid to do, or he is scraping the bottom of his political 
"bad news" barrel because it's time to find something to criticise the GHA for".   
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